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success Story

Congramlatons 10
Earlie Thornton, a2 2015
Hazelwood West High
waves in the Chicago arts
comnuruty as a graphic
artist, design curator and
photographer. Karbe recently
modeled for a Nissan ad
campaign and also had
ber photography featured
m Sophisticated Living
mMagazme.
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NCCU launches 4™ annual
Summons of Joy Program

Police give gift
certificates, rather
than tickets,
to those with
financial need

By Rance Thomas
For The St. Louis American

North County Churches
Uniting for Racial Harmony
and Justice’s Summons of Joy
Program recently kicked off its
fourth year.

The program involves
some North County Churches
Uniting for Racial Harmony
and Justice’s (NCCU) members

donating

to give to individuals they stop
during the Christmas season for
minor violations. They give the
to those who appear to have a
fmancial need. NCCU churches
have donated more than $27,000
to support this program.

This program was
implemented as part of an effort
to improve relations between
the police and the commumity
in North St. Louis County.
After the Michael Brown
pohoeh]]mgandramlmg
unrest m Ferguson, NCCU
beld a number of commumity
forums in North County and
tn'oughttoged:ermayus police,
pastors, and comnuanity leaders
throughout North County
n an effort to help calm the
sitmation. Members of the Alton

Police Department and Madison
County Sheniff's Office
participated. The Alton Police
Department still participates and
has even implemented a similar

and Alton — and the St. Louis
County Police Department’s
North Precinct, three pastors,
the superintendent and director
of Communications of the
Hazelwood School District, a
representative of the Ferguson-

Florissant School District, and
several community leaders. The
committee has been working
to bring the churches, schools,
and community together around
positive activities since 2014 It
has brought several mediation
and reconciliation groups to
assist.

Based on this work, several
police departments increased
their diversity, attended more

ity events, visited
some local churches, organized
athletic leagues for youth,
lmplemenlnd “coffee with
cops” programs, participated
in school activities and began
to commumnicate with citizens
in times other than times of
trouble. Several departments
have had their officers undergo

police-commumity relations
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Gift cortificates are given
to the Florissant Police
Department to give to
individuals they stop
during the Christmas
esazon for minor
violations. They give the
cartificates, rather than
ticketg, to thoze who
appear to have a financial
nead.

OnecommmemembetRav

John Higgins, pastor of John
Knox Presbyterian Church in
similar to Summeons of Joy
sznsasCuythzthglpedno
improve relations between

polwemdthecommnnny
and NCCU adopted it. The
program has received a warm

ion from individuals who
received gift certificates and the
officers love the program,
becanse they say they have
never received 50 much positive

as well. Of course there is stll
work to be done, but we have

been very pleased with our
progress.

Rance Thomas 15 cofounder
and president of North County
Churches Uninng for Racial
Harmony and Justice (NCCU)
—which inciudes 26 churches of
varions demominanon, including
seven Catholic churches — and
professor emenitus of Criminal
Justice/Sociology.
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